Three Steps to a Great
College Essay

The college application essay is & chance to explain yourself and to reveal youl
perscnality, charm, talents, vision, and spirit to the gdmission commitiee. it's a
chancs to show you can think about things and that you can write clearly about
your thoughts. Here's how to make the bast of this chance—without making your-

self crazy.

Remember—you already
know how to write an
essay

To write a coliege essay, use the exact same
three-stap process you'd use to write an essay
for class: prewrite, draft, ediz. This process will
help you identify a focus for your essay, and
gather the details you'll need to suppors it.

Step 1: Prewriting

Te begin, you must first collect and crganize
potential ideas for your essay's focus. Since
sli college gpplication essay quesiions are
zitempis ©0 Jearn about you, begin with your-
seli.

Brainstorm

Sez a timer for 15 minutes and make a list
of your strengths and cutstanding charac-
terissics, Focus cn strengths of persenality,
not things you've done. For example, you
are Tesponsible (not an "Fagle Soout”) of
cemmitted {not “piayed besksibali”).

Discover your strengths

Do a littie research about yourself: Ask parents,
friends, and teachers what vour strengths are.

Create a self-outline

Now, next to sach tzait, list five or six pieces of
evidence from your life—things you've been or
dons—ihat prove your point.

Find patterns and connections

Logk for pasterns in the matedal you've brain-
stormed. Group similar ideas and evernts

wyether. For example, does your passion for
numbers show up in your sumimer job &1 the
computer store? Was basketball about sports or
ehout frisndships? Were there other times you
Gid someathing challenging in oider to be with
people who matter to vou?

Step 2: Drafting

Now it's time to get aown to the aciual writing.

Writs your essay in three basic parts:

« Tntroduction: Give yous reader & brigf idea
of your essay’s coment. One vivid sentence
might do: "The favoriie sclence project was a
complete fajluie.” -

» Bocdy: The body presents the evidence that
supports your main idea. Use rarration ang
incident 1o show rather than tell.

» Conclusion: This can be brief as well, just a
few sentencss to nail down the meaning of
the sveris and incidents you've described.

But befcre you start writing, there aie three
Lasic essay styles ycu should consider:

Standard essay

Take two of thres polnts from your setf-outkine,
give a peiagraph to each. and make sdle you
provida plenty of evidencs. Choose things not
apparent from ths rest of your application or
light up some cf the activities and experiencas
listad there.

Loss-is-more essay

Ir: this format, you focus on a single interesting
point about yourseli. It works well for prief
essays of a parsgzaph ot half a page.

Narrative essay

A merrative essay zells a short and vivid story.
Omit the introcuction, write ong or twe narra-
tive psiagraphs ihat grab and engage the
reacder’s attention, then expiain what this iittie
tale reveals about you.

Step 3: Editing

When you have a good draft, it's time to make
final improvernens, find and coITecs any SI0is,
and get somecne &ise Lo give you feedback.
Remembez, you are your bast editor. No one
can speak for you; your own woids and ideas
ars your best bet.

Let it cool )

Take a break from your werk and come back
to it in & few days. Does your mein idea come
acress clearly? Do you prove your poimis with
specific details? Is your essay easy io read
aloud?

Feedback time

Have someone you lile and trust {out someone
likely to iell you the wuth) 1ead your essay. Ask
them to tell you what they think you're trying
to convey. Did they get it right?

Edit down

Your janguage shouid be simple, dizect. and
clear. This is a personal essay, ROL & LeITL PAPEL
Make every word count fe.g., if you wiote

“in socisty today,” consider changing ihat to
"niow”). .

Proofread two meore times
Cargless speiling or grammatical errars,
awkward language, of fuzzy logic will make
youz essay mernorable-—in a had way.
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